Development Management Committee
13th February 2019

HDM Planning Application Consultation Response
HDM Case officer: Sarah-Jane Imrie
Planning application number: 18NP0006 Reconsultation
Description of development: Installation of a 25m high lattice mast accommodating
3 no. antennas and 2 no. 600 mm transmission dishes and associated ground based
equipment. Installation of 3 metre wide 100m track from existing gated access
Location: Brownknowe Field Greenhaugh Northumberland NE48 1PS
Date: 11th December 2018
RECOMMENDATION:
Imposition and implementation of condition (s): Required to ensure acceptability
Assessment of proposal:
● When assessing this application, the Highway Authority checks that the
proposal will not result in an adverse impact on the safety of all users of the
highway, the highway network or highway assets.
● The information submitted has been checked against the context outlined
above, it is considered that this development will not have a severe impact on
highway safety, and there are no objections in principle to the proposals.
● It is considered that the proposal is in accordance with the NPPF in highways
terms, and the principle of development acceptable.
● Amended plans have been received identifying a proposed 50 metre wide belt
of tree planting and the realignment of the proposed access track. The
revisions have no material impact on the previous Highways comments dated
9th August 2018.
● The imposition of conditions and informatives with regards to the impacts
during the construction phase will address any concerns with the proposed
development.
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Assessment of Proposal Checklist
● Transport Statement or Assessment
Not applicable for a development of this scale.
Pedestrian routes, Public Transport and Cycles
Access is currently made by sustainable modes, which are in keeping with the rural
nature of the surrounding area.
●

Road Safety
It is considered that the proposed development will utilise the existing access onto the
C198, and that the development will not have an adverse impact on highway safety.
●

It is advised that, in the interests of highway safety and amenity of the surrounding
area, a Construction Method Statement is submitted with the full application to
address the impacts during the construction phase. This should include details of
access routes, vehicle cleaning facilities, parking of site operatives, and storage
areas. A block plan identifying key areas should be submitted to supplement this
information.
Travel Plan
Not applicable for a development of this type.
●

Car Parking
No details of car parking have been provided as part of the application or shown on
the submitted plans. It is considered that there is sufficient space within curtilage of
the site, and situated away from the adopted highway, to incorporate the parking of
servicing vehicles associated with this site.
●

Cycle Parking
No details of cycle storage have been provided as part of the application or shown on
the submitted plans. It is considered that a dedicated cycle storage provision will not
be required for a development of this type.
●

Highway Works
There are no necessary highway works to complete as a result of this application. It is
considered that the existing field gate access will be used by farm vehicles at present,
and therefore the servicing of the proposed development will have no material impact
on the existing use.
●

Highway Land and Property issues
There are no highway land or property issues to address as a result of this
application.
●
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Refuse Storage and Servicing
No details of refuse storage or servicing have been provided as part of the
application or shown on the submitted plans. It is considered that there are no
●

Lighting
There are no lighting proposals included as part of this development.
●
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Planning Obligations and Conditions:
Necessary planning obligations and conditions required for planning approval
S106 Heads of Terms
None
S278/S38/S59/S184 Requirements
None
Standard Conditions
HWG1 Construction – Transport Method Statement
Development shall not commence until a Construction Method Statement has
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The
approved Construction Method Statement shall be adhered to throughout the
construction period. The Construction Method Statement shall, where applicable,
provide for:
i. details of temporary traffic management measures, temporary access, routes
and vehicles;
ii. vehicle cleaning facilities;
iii. the parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors;
iv. the loading and unloading of plant and materials;
v. storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development;
vi. measures to control the emission of dust and dirt;
Reason: To prevent nuisance in the interests of residential amenity and highway
safety, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework.
Informatives
INFO33 Reminder to not store building material or equipment on the
highway
Building materials or equipment shall not be stored on the highway unless
otherwise agreed. You are advised to contact the Streetworks team on 0345 600
6400 for Skips and Containers licences.
INFO 40 Reminder to not deposit mud/ debris/rubbish on the highway
In accordance with the Highways Act 1980 mud, debris or rubbish shall not be
deposited on the highway.
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Consultation Checklist
Street Lighting

NA

Highways Programmes, Traffic Management, Cycling

NA

Highway Area Inspector, Waste, Greenspaces, Traffic
Signals

NA

Streetworks

NA

Parking

NA

Infrastructure & Adoption Records

NA

Highway Design, Highway Structures & Road Safety

NA

Travel Plans and Public Transport

NA

School Travel Plans

NA

School Transport/ Passenger Transport Services

NA

S278

NA

S38

NA
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC Consultation
Rebecca Adams; Margaret Telfer
FW: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh, Northumberland, NE48
1PS
15 January 2019 08:14:05

_____________________________________________
From: Robert Mayhew
Sent: 14 January 2019 18:02
To: DC Consultation; Rebecca Adams
Subject: FW: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS

Dear Rebecca,
Thank you for bringing my attention to the revised plans relating to this application for a
proposed 25m telecommunication mast to be located in Brownknowe field just south of
Greenhaugh village in the north Tyne area of the National Park. I understand that the
amendments indicated in the revised site plans relate to proposals to now provide a tree
planting scheme extending up to 50 metres from the mast and equipment compound on
the south, east and west sides of the proposed development. An existing block of
predominantly conifer woodland already exists on the neighbouring land to the north of
the development site.
Whilst I have concerns as to how the tree planting scheme is depicted on the revised site
location plan EAS0110 Drawing 101, in that a geometric planting regime is depicted when
random planting would be expected in reality, I can confirm that given the concerns raised
in my earlier email below, I believe that the significance of the landscape implications of
this proposed development, are likely to be reduced as a result of this revised proposal.
The existing conifer plantation to the north of the application site will help mitigate but not
eradicate the visual effects of the proposed development on the landscape character and
views in this part of the National Park initially. However, the proposed new planting, once
established, should then help to screen the mast from receptor sites to the south, east and
west and provide some initial screening when the conifer crop to the north is eventually
felled.
Information lacking from the application paperwork includes a long-term management
plan for the new woodland creation scheme. This does not need to be anything too
onerous but should indicate good practice for the long-term retention of the woodland
creation scheme. Additionally, further clarity is needed as to planting density, percentage
planting mixes for each species and species selection but all this can be covered in a
condition should this application go forward for approval.
In summary, whilst the proposed development, primarily the top 5 meters will still be
visible from local receptor sites, I believe that the site selection appraisal process
undertaken by the applicant along with the revised mitigation measures, (tree planting,
choice and colour of materials etc.) will help to reduce the effect that the proposed
development will have on the landscape character and views in this part of the National
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Park. In my mind the effects will be undesirable but not significant. I do believe that in
addition to my previous recommendations for conditions to be placed on any approval
notice, I would recommend that:·
Prior to work commencing on the ground, details of the tree planting scheme
(eg. Planting density, species choice and planting design,) should first be approved by the
Planning Authority;
·
Secondly, a long-term woodland management plan needs to be produced and
agreed by the planning authority, identifying the fact that the woodland will remain in situ
for at least the duration of the lifetime of this mast.
On this understanding, I can confirm that I am prepared to remove my earlier objection to
this proposed development.
If you have any further questions in relation to this matter please do not hesitate to get
back in touch.
Regards
Robert Mayhew
_____________________________________________
From: Robert Mayhew
Sent: 06 September 2018 13:05
To: DC Consultation
Cc: Rebecca Adams
Subject: RE: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS

Dear Rebecca,
18NP0006 - Installation of a 25m high lattice mast accommodating 3 no. antennas and 2
no. 600 mm transmission dishes and associated ground based equipment. Installation of 3
metre wide 100m track from existing gated access at Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS
Thank you for consulting me on the above proposed development. I would like to make
the following observations with respect to the landscape and Dark Sky Park implications
for the National Park, of the proposals as set out in the applicant's documentation.
Located in the Border Moors and Forests National Landscape Character Area and Rolling
Upland Valleys Landscape Character Type, guidelines for development stipulate that:• The approach routes, key views and gateways to settlements should be protected
from inappropriate development;
• Man-made vertical structures which detract from the valley landform, create visual
clutter or adversely affect the unfettered skylines which form the distinctive setting to
these valleys should be avoided and any such existing structures removed where possible;
DMC2019-009
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• Any lighting should be kept to a minimum and installed effectively to protect dark
skies.
These stipulations clearly apply to this proposed development for a 25m. high lattice
communications mast that is proposed to sit approximately 195 metres above sea level in
the Tarset Valley.
I welcome the applicant setting out in this application, details relating to the process that
they have undertaken in reaching this preferred location for the siting of the development.
I note the various other sites that were considered and subsequently rejected as part of
their pre-application investigatory work and would suggest that for each of the other
locations, it is likely that the impact upon the landscape character and views of this part of
the National Park would indeed be more substantial. I believe that early engagement with
the National Park Authority at the pre-application stage has helped identify a location that
can, whilst being mindful of the guidance for developers stated above, be considered for
the siting of this proposed development, subject to appropriate mitigation measures being
included within the proposal.
The site that is identified within this application at Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, will be set adjacent to an existing block of predominantly conifer
woodland. As such, so long as the woodland remains in situ, this will help both screen
elements of the supporting lattice mast when viewed from receptor sites to the north as
well as act as a backdrop when viewed from other receptor sites to the south. From the
elevation drawings provided it is suggested that approximately 5 meters of the mast plus
the attached communications infrastructure will be visible above the canopy of the
woodland that stands between 15 – 20 metres at present. This is likely to reduce in time as
the trees continue to grow, however, as was mentioned to the applicant at the pre
application stage, I do have concerns with this location in that the existing scots pine
woodland to the north I would suggest is relatively mature and approaching its economic
felling age. Due to the visual sensitives of this proposed development, I believe that it is
pertinent to also consider the landscape and visual implications this proposed
development in a situation where the woodland compartment to the north had been clear
felled.
The principal publically accessible receptor sites for this development would include the
Lanehead to Greenhaugh valley road itself, public rights of way to the south east and
Access Land to the east.
Due to its setting and surrounding topography, it is likely that the mast when viewed from
receptor sites to the east (ie the footpaths and Access Land), will be viewed against a
landscape backdrop rather than set against the skyline which is preferable and in-keeping
with the guidelines for development. However, when viewed from the principal receptor
site, namely the valley road that lies lower down and to the west of the development site,
the mast and its antenna will be viewed against the skyline. Whilst not addressing the
immediate visual impact of the development, I have to say that I am disappointed not to
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see a woodland creation scheme extending 50 metres from the footprint of the mast being
proposed as part of this application, as was discussed at the pre-application stage and has
been incorporated into similar applications put forward by this applicant elsewhere within
the National Park. For this man-made vertical structure not to have an adverse effect upon
the unfettered skylines which form the distinctive setting to this valley, screening the bulk
of the lattice mast in my view is essential. Associating a mixed conifer/broadleaved
woodland creation scheme around the perimeter of the mast, with fast growing species
that have the potential to have developed sufficiently for when the existing screening
effect of the scots pine trees to the north is lost due to felling, is essential in my mind, in
order to mitigate the landscape character and visual effects of this proposed development.
In relation to the other infrastructure that is proposed with the 25m. lattice mast, ie the
compound fence, antennas, transmission dishes and associated ground based equipment
and access track, I am less concerned as to the potential impact that this will have on the
landscape character and views of this part of the National Park due to its subservient size
compared to the mast itself. I note and welcome the choice of dark green for the colour of
the proposed equipment cabinets that will sit beneath the mast. This is considered
appropriate for this setting and will blend in with the conifer trees currently found to the
north of the site. I would suggest that the access track is designed such that a seed bed is
applied to the surface of the track and this is sown with a suitable grass seed mix so that
revegetation of the track surface is speeded up thus lessening the visual effect.
I understand that there will not be any visible lights attached to this structure and as such
there should not be an impact upon the Dark Skies Park status of the National Park.
In summing up, this 25m. mast will be immediately visible from nearby receptor sites
primarially to the east, south and west. The effect upon the landscape character and views
found in this part of the National Park are likely to be undesirable initially but significant as
and when the adjacent block of conifer woodland to the north of the proposed
development site is cleared felled which, due to the height and age of the trees is thought
likely within the next ten years or so. The visual effect could be reduced in time if an
appropriate sized mixed-woodland planting scheme were planted in conjunction with the
development but this has not been put forward by the applicant.
As such I object to this proposed development as currently proposed.
I also believe that it would be prudent to consider placing some conditions on this
application should it be approved despite my comments made above, namely;
•
Should the mast and its equipment become redundant for a period of six months or
more then it should be dismantled and removed from the landscape, including the
concrete plinth that everything stands on so that a full site restoration can be achieved.
•
Should any external lighting be deemed necessary for the safe operation of this
installation of this mast in the future, then proposals should first be submitted to the local
planning Authority for approval.
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·
Apply an appropriate seed bed and seed to the surface of the access track in
order to aid revegetation of the track surface and minimise the visual effect that this has
on the landscape character.
I trust that you find the above comments useful and should you require any further
clarification or need any further information please do not hesitate to get back in touch.
Regards
Robert Mayhew
Robert Mayhew, Head of Conservation
Tel:
IMPORTANT NOTICE - Disclaimer - Officers are expressly required not to make defamatory statements
and not to infringe or authorize any infringement of copyright or any other legal right by email
communications. Any such communication is contrary to ICT policies and outside the scope of the
employment of the individual concerned. Northumberland National Park Authority will not accept any
liability in respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will be personally liable for
any damages or other liability arising.

DC Consultation, Development Control Consultation
Tel: (x)
Mob:
IMPORTANT NOTICE - Disclaimer - Officers are expressly required not to make defamatory statements
and not to infringe or authorize any infringement of copyright or any other legal right by email
communications. Any such communication is contrary to ICT policies and outside the scope of the
employment of the individual concerned. Northumberland National Park Authority will not accept any
liability in respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will be personally liable for
any damages or other liability arising.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC Consultation
Margaret Telfer; Rebecca Adams
FW: 18NP0006
04 January 2019 10:21:11

From: Consultations (NE)
Sent: 04 January 2019 09:48
To: DC Consultation
Subject: 18NP0006

Dear Sir or Madam
Our Ref: 267652
Your Ref: 18NP0006
Thank you for your consultation.
Natural England has previously commented on this proposal and made comments to the
authority in our previous letter dated 14 August 2018.
The advice provided in our previous response applies equally to this amendment although we
made no objection to the original proposal.
The proposed amendments to the original application are unlikely to have significantly different
impacts on the natural environment than the original proposal.
Should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects its impact on the natural
environment then, in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006, Natural England should be consulted again. Before sending us the
amended consultation, please assess whether the changes proposed will materially affect any of
the advice we have previously offered. If they are unlikely to do so, please do not re-consult us.

Yours faithfully
Dawn Kinrade
Natural England
Operations Delivery
Consultations Team
Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire, CW1 6GJ
Tel:
Email:
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC Consultation
Rebecca Adams; Margaret Telfer
FW: Re-consultation on NNPA planning application reference 18NP0006 (amended information)
15 January 2019 14:00:42

From: Gill Thompson
Sent: 15 January 2019 13:19
To: DC Consultation
Subject: RE: Re-consultation on NNPA planning application reference 18NP0006 (amended
information)

Dear Rebecca,
I have looked at the amendments to this application in the addition of native tree planting
around the base. It does not cause me to change my comments given previously. The area of
low quality wet heath lost is now 0.29 hectares compared with 0.04ha previously; this is still not
significant in the wider context and native trees will be planted. I am happy with the proposed
tree and shrub species listed on the revised drawing. Please therefore add this to my comments
made on 07/09/18.
Yours sincerely,
Gill Thompson
From: DC Consultation
Sent: 11 December 2018 15:16
Subject: Re-consultation on NNPA planning application reference 18NP0006 (amended information)

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please find attached a letter in connection with amended information received on planning
application reference 18NP0006 at Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh.
Regards

DC Consultation, Development Control Consultation
Tel: (x)
Mob:
IMPORTANT NOTICE - Disclaimer - Officers are expressly required not to make defamatory statements
and not to infringe or authorize any infringement of copyright or any other legal right by email
communications. Any such communication is contrary to ICT policies and outside the scope of the
employment of the individual concerned. Northumberland National Park Authority will not accept any
liability in respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will be personally liable for
any damages or other liability arising.

Gill Thompson, Ecologist

IMPORTANT NOTICE - Disclaimer - Officers are expressly required not to make defamatory statements
and not to infringe or authorize any infringement of copyright or any other legal right by email
communications. Any such communication is contrary to ICT policies and outside the scope of the
employment of the individual concerned. Northumberland National Park Authority will not accept any
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Date:
16 August 2018
Our ref: 255468
Your ref: 18NP0006

DC.Consultation@nnpa.org.uk
Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ

BY EMAIL ONLY

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Sir/Madam,
Planning consultation: Installation of a 25m high lattice mast accommodating 3 no.

antennas and 2 no. 600 mm transmission dishes and associated ground based equipment.
Installation of 3 metre wide 100m track from existing gated access.
Location: Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh, Northumberland, NE48 1PS
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 09 August 2018 which was received by Natural
England on 09 August 2018
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.
SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE
NO OBJECTION
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not
have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected sites.
Natural England’s advice on other natural environment issues is set out below.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Impact Risk Zones
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015
requires local planning authorities to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a
Site of Special Scientific Interest” (Schedule 4, w). Our SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset
designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning
authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The
dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website
Further general advice on the consideration of protected species and other natural environment
issues is provided at Annex A.
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.
For any queries regarding this letter, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this
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consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.
Yours sincerely

Danielle Priestner
Consultations Team
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ANNEX A –

Natural England offers the following additional advice:
Landscape
Paragraph 109 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) highlights the need to protect and
enhance valued landscapes through the planning system. This application may present opportunities to
protect and enhance locally valued landscapes, including any local landscape designations. You may
want to consider whether any local landscape features or characteristics (such as ponds, woodland or
dry stone walls) could be incorporated into the development in order to respect and enhance local
landscape character and distinctiveness, in line with any local landscape character assessments.
Where the impacts of development are likely to be significant, a Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment
should be provided with the proposal to inform decision making. We refer you to the. Landscape Institute
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment for further guidance.
Protected Species
Natural England has produced standing advice1 to help planning authorities understand the impact of
particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice. Natural England will
only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a SSSI or in exceptional
circumstances.
Local sites and priority habitats and species
You should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any local wildlife or geodiversity sites,
in line with paragraph 113 of the NPPF and any relevant development plan policy. There may also be
opportunities to enhance local sites and improve their connectivity. Natural England does not hold locally
specific information on local sites and recommends further information is obtained from appropriate
bodies such as the local records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or recording societies.
Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and included in the
England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act 2006. Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic
website or as Local Wildlife Sites. List of priority habitats and species can be found here2. Natural
England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected when impacts on priority
habitats or species are considered likely. Consideration should also be given to the potential
environmental value of brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial land, further
information including links to the open mosaic habitats inventory can be found here.
Environmental enhancement
Development provides opportunities to secure a net gain for nature and local communities, as outlined in
paragraphs 9, 109 and 152 of the NPPF. We advise you to follow the mitigation hierarchy as set out in
paragraph 118 of the NPPF and firstly consider what existing environmental features on and around the
site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could be incorporated into the development
proposal. Where onsite measures are not possible, you may wish to consider off site measures,
including sites for biodiversity offsetting. Opportunities for enhancement might include:









Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.
Restoring a neglected hedgerow.
Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.
Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.
Designing lighting to encourage wildlife.
Adding a green roof to new buildings.

1

https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiver
sity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
2
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You could also consider how the proposed development can contribute to the wider environment and
help implement elements of any Landscape, Green Infrastructure or Biodiversity Strategy in place in
your area. For example:






Links to existing greenspace and/or opportunities to enhance and improve access.
Identifying opportunities for new greenspace and managing existing (and new) public spaces to be
more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips)
Planting additional street trees.
Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network or using the opportunity of
new development to extend the network to create missing links.
Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor
condition or clearing away an eyesore).

Access and Recreation
Natural England encourages any proposal to incorporate measures to help improve people’s access to
the natural environment. Measures such as reinstating existing footpaths together with the creation of
new footpaths and bridleways should be considered. Links to other green networks and, where
appropriate, urban fringe areas should also be explored to help promote the creation of wider green
infrastructure. Relevant aspects of local authority green infrastructure strategies should be delivered
where appropriate.
Biodiversity duty
Your authority has a duty to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of your decision making.
Conserving biodiversity can also include restoration or enhancement to a population or habitat. Further
information is available here.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC Consultation
Laura Garth; Rebecca Adams
FW: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh, Northumberland, NE48
1PS
31 August 2018 11:25:19

From: Parish Clerk
Sent: 30 August 2018 12:50
To: DC Consultation
Subject: Re: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS

Tarset and Greystead Parish Council wish to object to this planning application. The
proposals will have no benefit to the community, and the positioning of the mast, less
than 300m to the nearest home is unacceptable, and will have major visual impact on
dwellings in the vicinity.
Claire Miller, Clerk
Tarset and Greystead Parish Council

From: NNPA Planning Consultations <dcconsultation@nnpa.org.uk>
Sent: 09 August 2018 12:34
To: Ms C Miller - Clerk to Tarset and Greystead P.C
Subject: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS
Please see the attached consultation regarding a planning application which has been received
by Northumberland National Park Authority. Full details can be viewed at http://nnpa.planningregister.co.uk/plaPlanningAppDisplay.aspx?AppNo=18NP0006

DC Consultation, Development Control Consultation
Telephone: Mob:
Web:
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk<http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/>
IMPORTANT NOTICE - Disclaimer - This communication is from Northumberland National Park
Authority (NNPA).The Authority’s head office and principal place of business is Eastburn, South
Park, Hexham, Northumberland, NE46 1BS, United Kingdom. If you are not the intended
recipient(s) please note that any form of disclosure, distribution, copying or use of this
communication or the information in it or in any attachments is strictly prohibited and may be
unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please delete the email and destroy
any copies of it. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of NNPA.Contractors or potential contractors are reminded that a
formal Order or Contract is needed for NNPA to be bound by any offer or acceptance of terms
for the supply of goods or services Although this email and any attachments are believed to be
free of any virus or other defects which might affect any computer or IT system into which they
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC Consultation
Laura Garth
FW: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh, Northumberland, NE48
1PS
06 September 2018 15:23:20

_____________________________________________
From: Robert Mayhew
Sent: 06 September 2018 13:05
To: DC Consultation
Cc: Rebecca Adams
Subject: RE: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS

Dear Rebecca,
18NP0006 - Installation of a 25m high lattice mast accommodating 3 no. antennas and 2
no. 600 mm transmission dishes and associated ground based equipment. Installation of
3 metre wide 100m track from existing gated access at Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS
Thank you for consulting me on the above proposed development. I would like to make
the following observations with respect to the landscape and Dark Sky Park implications
for the National Park, of the proposals as set out in the applicant's documentation.
Located in the Border Moors and Forests National Landscape Character Area and Rolling
Upland Valleys Landscape Character Type, guidelines for development stipulate that:•     The approach routes, key views and gateways to settlements should be protected
from inappropriate development;
•     Man-made vertical structures which detract from the valley landform, create visual
clutter or adversely affect the unfettered skylines which form the distinctive setting to
these valleys should be avoided and any such existing structures removed where
possible;
•     Any lighting should be kept to a minimum and installed effectively to protect dark
skies.
These stipulations clearly apply to this proposed development for a 25m. high lattice
communications mast that is proposed to sit approximately 195 metres above sea level in
the Tarset Valley.
I welcome the applicant setting out in this application, details relating to the process that
they have undertaken in reaching this preferred location for the siting of the
development. I note the various other sites that were considered and subsequently
rejected as part of their pre-application investigatory work and would suggest that for
each of the other locations, it is likely that the impact upon the landscape character and
views of this part of the National Park would indeed be more substantial. I believe that
early engagement with the National Park Authority at the pre-application stage has
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helped identify a location that can, whilst being mindful of the guidance for developers
stated above, be considered for the siting of this proposed development, subject to
appropriate mitigation measures being included within the proposal.
The site that is identified within this application at Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, will be set adjacent to an existing block of predominantly conifer
woodland. As such, so long as the woodland remains in situ, this will help both screen
elements of the supporting lattice mast when viewed from receptor sites to the north as
well as act as a backdrop when viewed from other receptor sites to the south. From the
elevation drawings provided it is suggested that approximately 5 meters of the mast plus
the attached communications infrastructure will be visible above the canopy of the
woodland that stands between 15 – 20 metres at present. This is likely to reduce in time
as the trees continue to grow, however, as was mentioned to the applicant at the pre
application stage, I do have concerns with this location in that the existing scots pine
woodland to the north I would suggest is relatively mature and approaching its economic
felling age. Due to the visual sensitives of this proposed development, I believe that it is
pertinent to also consider the landscape and visual implications this proposed
development in a situation where the woodland compartment to the north had been
clear felled.
The principal publically accessible receptor sites for this development would include the
Lanehead to Greenhaugh valley road itself, public rights of way to the south east and
Access Land to the east.
Due to its setting and surrounding topography, it is likely that the mast when viewed from
receptor sites to the east (ie the footpaths and Access Land), will be viewed against a
landscape backdrop rather than set against the skyline which is preferable and inkeeping with the guidelines for development. However, when viewed from the principal
receptor site, namely the valley road that lies lower down and to the west of the
development site, the mast and its antenna will be viewed against the skyline. Whilst not
addressing the immediate visual impact of the development, I have to say that I am
disappointed not to see a woodland creation scheme extending 50 metres from the
footprint of the mast being proposed as part of this application, as was discussed at the
pre-application stage and has been incorporated into similar applications put forward by
this applicant elsewhere within the National Park. For this man-made vertical structure
not to have an adverse effect upon the unfettered skylines which form the distinctive
setting to this valley, screening the bulk of the lattice mast in my view is essential.
Associating a mixed conifer/broadleaved woodland creation scheme around the
perimeter of the mast, with fast growing species that have the potential to have
developed sufficiently for when the existing screening effect of the scots pine trees to the
north is lost due to felling, is essential in my mind, in order to mitigate the landscape
character and visual effects of this proposed development.
In relation to the other infrastructure that is proposed with the 25m. lattice mast, ie the
compound fence, antennas, transmission dishes and associated ground based equipment
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and access track, I am less concerned as to the potential impact that this will have on the
landscape character and views of this part of the National Park due to its subservient size
compared to the mast itself. I note and welcome the choice of dark green for the colour
of the proposed equipment cabinets that will sit beneath the mast. This is considered
appropriate for this setting and will blend in with the conifer trees currently found to the
north of the site. I would suggest that the access track is designed such that a seed bed is
applied to the surface of the track and this is sown with a suitable grass seed mix so that
revegetation of the track surface is speeded up thus lessening the visual effect.
I understand that there will not be any visible lights attached to this structure and as such
there should not be an impact upon the Dark Skies Park status of the National Park.
In summing up, this 25m. mast will be immediately visible from nearby receptor sites
primarially to the east, south and west. The effect upon the landscape character and
views found in this part of the National Park are likely to be undesirable initially but
significant as and when the adjacent block of conifer woodland to the north of the
proposed development site is cleared felled which, due to the height and age of the trees
is thought likely within the next ten years or so. The visual effect could be reduced in time
if an appropriate sized mixed-woodland planting scheme were planted in conjunction
with the development but this has not been put forward by the applicant.
As such I object to this proposed development as currently proposed.
I also believe that it would be prudent to consider placing some conditions on this
application should it be approved despite my comments made above, namely;
•       Should the mast and its equipment become redundant for a period of six months or
more then it should be dismantled and removed from the landscape, including the
concrete plinth that everything stands on so that a full site restoration can be achieved.
•       Should any external lighting be deemed necessary for the safe operation of this
installation of this mast in the future, then proposals should first be submitted to the
local planning Authority for approval.
·
Apply an appropriate seed bed and seed to the surface of the access track in
order to aid revegetation of the track surface and minimise the visual effect that this has
on the landscape character.
I trust that you find the above comments useful and should you require any further
clarification or need any further information please do not hesitate to get back in touch.
Regards
Robert Mayhew
Robert Mayhew, Head of Conservation
Tel: 01434 611539 (x277)
Mob: 07502 223320
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC Consultation
Rebecca Adams; Margaret Telfer
FW: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh, Northumberland, NE48
1PS
10 September 2018 08:48:16

_____________________________________________
From: Gill Thompson
Sent: 07 September 2018 17:19
To: DC Consultation
Subject: RE: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS

Dear Rebecca,
I have looked at the above application and have the following comments:
Protected sites - It is unlikely that the protected site in the vicinity (Greenhaugh Meadow
SSSI/SAC) will be affected by this proposal and therefore no habitats regulations
assessment is required. I note Natural England have no objections.
It is also unlikely that the Tarset Burn Local Wildlife Site (LWS) will be adversely affected.
Priority habitats - the mast and track are proposed in a field which has some wet
heathland species. I have looked at the ecological survey and have spoken to a local
Natural England officer who knows this farm and I am satisfied that the area is of low
quality. A small amount of upland heathland habitat (0.04 ha) will be removed through
the construction of the track and the mast base and compared to that present in the
wider area and considering the quality of the habitat it is not considered a significant loss.
Priority species – Badgers are mentioned in the environmental report and there are
records in the vicinity of the site. This is a habitat that would be used by badgers to
forage over, but there are no records of setts on the proposed site or in the immediate
area that would be directly affected by the proposals. It is however recommended that
checking survey is carried out to ensure that no badgers are present if more than a year
has passed since the survey when work commences.
Red squirrels – they are present in the woodland adjacent to the site and although the
woodland is not directly affected by the proposals a potential drey was recorded in a tree
close to the proposed site. A pre-commencement survey is recommended if permission is
granted.
Bats - several species have been recorded in the wider area, however it seems unlikely
that bats will be adversely affected by the application. Although no trees will be directly
affected by the works, those within 15m of the site were assessed and no roosting
opportunities were found. I note some comments regarding the negative effect of
telecoms masts on bats (and other wildlife) but can find no evidence to support this. The
Bat Conservation Trust has produced a note (“The potential impact of radio frequencies
and microwaves on wildlife regarding masts on buildings”) but there is nothing in this that
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gives clear evidence. For example it includes the statements:
“To date, results from studies carried out investigating the aversive effect of
electromagnetic radiation on foraging bats have been largely unclear." and
"Microwave radiation: Some studies have shown a negative effect on the reproductive
output of insects and birds in the vicinity of mobile phone masts. If the reproductive
output of insects within a certain area is impinged there is the possibility that this could
have an effect on the localised insect population and consequently the presence of bats,
but this is speculative."
I have also consulted with colleagues in other National Parks for any precedence and it
does not seem that there is a sufficient evidence base to link masts and negative effects
on bats or other species. I can't find any standing advice from Natural England on this
subject. I therefore feel there is no strong scientific evidence to object on these grounds.
Lighting – this could impact on bat foraging (and other wildlife). I can’t see any lighting
marked on the plans. I think it should be confirmed if any is proposed and I would like to
see details if it is to limit any potential impact.
Following these comments I therefore have no objection to this application on ecological
grounds if the following are made a condition:
As outlined in the Ecological report recommendations a Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) should be submitted and approved before work can
commence containing method statements for work to prevent harm to breeding birds,
badgers, red squirrels, amphibians and reptiles. This plan should also contain method
statements to prevent pollution, particularly to watercourses from the construction of
the track and mast base. Pre-commencement checks should take place for badgers and
red squirrel. If the checking survey discovers badgers a Natural England licence may
subsequently be required. I would usually expect these method statement to be included
with the application, but since no European Protected Species are likely to be affected I
will accept them to be conditioned pre-commencement. If the applicant would like to
supply them prior to the determination of the application I would be happy to comment.
If you wish to discuss further please get back in touch.
Yours sincerely,
Gill Thompson
-----Original Message----From: DC Consultation
Sent: 09 August 2018 12:35
To: Gill Thompson
Subject: Planning Application Consultation 18NP0006 Brownknowe Field, Greenhaugh,
Northumberland, NE48 1PS
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HDM Planning Application Consultation Response
HDM Case officer: Sarah-Jane Imrie
Planning application number: 18NP0006
Description of development: Installation of a 25m high lattice mast accommodating
3 no. antennas and 2 no. 600 mm transmission dishes and associated ground based
equipment. Installation of 3 metre wide 100m track from existing gated access
Location: Brownknowe Field Greenhaugh Northumberland NE48 1PS
Date: 9th August 2018
RECOMMENDATION:
Imposition and implementation of condition (s): Required to ensure acceptability
Assessment of proposal:
● When assessing this application, the Highway Authority checks that the
proposal will not result in an adverse impact on the safety of all users of the
highway, the highway network or highway assets.
● The information submitted has been checked against the context outlined
above, it is considered that this development will not have a severe impact on
highway safety, and there are no objections in principle to the proposals.
● It is considered that the proposal is in accordance with the NPPF in highways
terms, and the principle of development acceptable.
● There are no recommended amendments to the scheme to set out.
● The imposition of conditions and informatives with regards to the impacts
during the construction phase will address any concerns with the proposed
development.
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Assessment of Proposal Checklist
● Transport Statement or Assessment
Not applicable for a development of this scale.
Pedestrian routes, Public Transport and Cycles
Access is currently made by sustainable modes, which are in keeping with the rural
nature of the surrounding area.
●

Road Safety
It is considered that the proposed development will utilise the existing access onto
the C198, and that the development will not have an adverse impact on highway
safety.
●

It is advised that, in the interests of highway safety and amenity of the surrounding
area, a Construction Method Statement is submitted with the full application to
address the impacts during the construction phase. This should include details of
access routes, vehicle cleaning facilities, parking of site operatives, and storage
areas. A block plan identifying key areas should be submitted to supplement this
information.
Travel Plan
Not applicable for a development of this type.
●

Car Parking
No details of car parking have been provided as part of the application or shown on
the submitted plans. It is considered that there is sufficient space within curtilage of
the site, and situated away from the adopted highway, to incorporate the parking of
servicing vehicles associated with this site.
●

Cycle Parking
No details of cycle storage have been provided as part of the application or shown
on the submitted plans. It is considered that a dedicated cycle storage provision will
not be required for a development of this type.
●

Highway Works
There are no necessary highway works to complete as a result of this application. It
is considered that the existing field gate access will be used by farm vehicles at
present, and therefore the servicing of the proposed development will have no
material impact on the existing use.
●

●

Highway Land and Property issues
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There are no highway land or property issues to address as a result of this
application.
Refuse Storage and Servicing
No details of refuse storage or servicing have been provided as part of the
application or shown on the submitted plans. It is considered that there are no
●

Lighting
There are no lighting proposals included as part of this development.
●
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Planning Obligations and Conditions:
Necessary planning obligations and conditions required for planning approval
S106 Heads of Terms
None
S278/S38/S59/S184 Requirements
None
Standard Conditions
HWG1 Construction – Transport Method Statement
Development shall not commence until a Construction Method Statement has
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The
approved Construction Method Statement shall be adhered to throughout the
construction period. The Construction Method Statement shall, where applicable,
provide for:
i. details of temporary traffic management measures, temporary access, routes
and vehicles;
ii. vehicle cleaning facilities;
iii. the parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors;
iv. the loading and unloading of plant and materials;
v. storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development;
vi. measures to control the emission of dust and dirt;
Reason: To prevent nuisance in the interests of residential amenity and highway
safety, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework.
Informatives
INFO33 Reminder to not store building material or equipment on the
highway
Building materials or equipment shall not be stored on the highway unless
otherwise agreed. You are advised to contact the Streetworks team on 0345 600
6400 for Skips and Containers licences.
INFO 40 Reminder to not deposit mud/ debris/rubbish on the highway
In accordance with the Highways Act 1980 mud, debris or rubbish shall not be
deposited on the highway.
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Consultation Checklist
Street Lighting

NA

Highways Programmes, Traffic Management, Cycling

NA

Highway Area Inspector, Waste, Greenspaces, Traffic
Signals

NA

Streetworks

NA

Parking

NA

Infrastructure & Adoption Records

NA

Highway Design, Highway Structures & Road Safety

NA

Travel Plans and Public Transport

NA

School Travel Plans

NA

School Transport/ Passenger Transport Services

NA

S278

NA

S38

NA
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